104 Networking & Hardware

CAST thousands across the nation and the world. A few are listed below.

• LAN - Local Area Network - allows local (in house) computers to exchange resources.

• CAN - Campus Area Network - one network implemented within several buildings - may include more than one LAN.

• Backbone Network - joins LANs, provides high speed inter-connection and joins dissimilar networks.

• WAN - Wide Area Network - allows exchange with other institutions and provides access to other national and international networks.

There are several networks in place across the nation, each with their own protocol. A few are:

• BITNET - Because It’s Time Network - almost 500 member institutions of higher ed which share information.

• The Internet - a world-wide system of networks based on the TCP/IP protocol suite originated by the Department of Defense.

• NSFnet - National Science Foundation Network - an international internet consisting of lines running at high speed.

• Midnet - Midwest Network - a regional internet network which connects to NSFnet and to which UARKnet connects.

There are also several statewide networks in place or soon to be in place. A few of those are:

• UARKnet - The University of Arkansas Network - a campus area network in the larger scheme of things.

• CERFnet - The California Education and Research Network.

NORTHWESTNET

BARRNET

SDSCNET

WESTNET

SESQUINET

MIDNET

SURANET

NCSANET MERIT

NYSERNET

JVNCNET PSCNET

Supercomputer Center & Regional Network Hub

Regional Network Hub

Geographic Area of Regional Network

State without Internet Connectivity

NSFNET Backbone